Business leader praises budget
intitiatives to help small firms

A SURREY business leader
haz urged local firms 1o
work togeiher in the wake of
last week's budget
announcemeni.

David Seall, chairman of
the Surrey branch of the
[nsntute of Directors (TolD),
praised chancellor Creorge
Oxbome for incloding sever-
al “encouraging boosts” for

small bosinesses n thas
vears budpet
However, he countered

this with conceérn for fore-
casts of sluggish econom-
ic growih, as well as a
lack of direct Government
support for businesses in

David Seall

the South East.

“It was an inleresting bud-
get and incloded some good
points for Sumey,” said Mr
Seall, who hives in Great
Austins, Farnham. and i3
also 2 trustee of the Famham
Maltings and the Intech sci-
ence centre and planctanum

| near Winchester,

“But we are traditionally
disappointed by buodgel

| speeches in Sumrey due the

old-fashioned solution of
pumping money into the
nofth of England - and last
week was no different.”

Mr Scall welcomed a
commitmenl to cul down on
regulatton: and create a
“fnendler, more benign™ tax

environment for small busi-
nesses. He also praised the
reduction of corporalion tax
over the next three years 1o
23 per cent. and said the
decision notl 10 Increase
income lax proves that “a fax
om Jobs Gocs Bt work™

Another key factor, he
said, was a commitment [0
provide more appreatice-
ships and work experience
placemenis.

“There has been great
concern aboul  levels of
uremployment, partcularly
among graduates and youth,
and it 15 vital we do some-
thing about it now,” said Mr
Seall. "Hopefully businesses
will engage with thix and
fake on new fecnuts,

However, the local Tol)
chairman added the ongoing
lack of direct Governmeni
support for businesses In
Sumey was “frestraling”.

He continoed: “The
Covernment has announced
a senes of ncw “Enferprise
fones” tw  boost  local
economics, but of the first 10
of these, only one 15 south of
Birmingham.

“A commitment 1o
mmprove infrasirueciure on
the A3 between Guildiord
and London and broadband

speeds 1n Surey would have
becn usq:ful But unfortu-
nately if the Govemment has
io make a choite between
spending money on the norh
of south of England, they
will always go nonh - else it
would be electoral suicide”

Mr Seall was receatly
clected chairman of Surrey
[0l and has been a member
for 12 years. A chartened
engincer by profession, he
began hus carcer 1a the aeno-
space and delence industry
and lanerly became chief
execuinve of EEF South, the
manufacturers’ organisation
for London and the South
East. He cumenily works as
an independent direcior,
advising several businesses.

“The budget docsn’t do a
Jot for us directly,” he sad,
“bat this goes 1o show we're
on our own and have (o find
a solution together on a local
level.

“There are a It of good
busineis metworks  and
breakfast clubs within
sSumrey, including the IolD,
where pcople can get togeth-
er and help each other out.

“1 would encourage all
businesses o se¢ which net-
works are amound and be
proactive, The foture is in

value added services - 50 we
must find ways to improve
oursclves™

Boasting owver 21000
members from a wide aray
of businesses and industries,
sumey 5 ol branch s the
second largest invthe country
and holds a Royal Charer
for 1s role in supporting
business leaders through
skills development and net-
working.

For more informaton on
joining the groop and Jocal
evenits, visil
www.iod.com/Surmmey oOf

phone 020 77566 5866




